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the automatic weighing machine in the packing shed along-
side the railway, so that the labour is reduced to a minimum.
It will be readily understood,
however, that the first cost
of the silo arrangement, with
the necessary extracting and
automatic sack or barrel-filling
machinery, is considerably
greater than that of an ordi-
nary warehouse, with the
simple bin arrangement as
previously described. The
difference in the cost of labour
by the two methods Is about
twopence per ton, and there-
fore, after allowing for interest
and the extra capital outlay
involved by the automatic
method, there is not such a
marked advantage as might
be expected, except when
labour is scarce. The chief
disadvantageofstoringcement
in large silos for mechanical
filling is that, if left in them
too long before removal, the
cement tends to become very
much consolidated, and is not
easy to move, requiring con-
siderable manual labour at the
apex of the hopper-shaped bottom of the bin, to get It
down into the conveyors. For Government and important
engineering work also, cement is frequently tested and

passed  at the  manufacturers' works  by the purchaser's
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